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MENTAL HEALTH — SECURE BEDS 

1206. Hon Stephen Dawson to the Minister for Mental Health: 

I refer to media reports that an increasing number of mental health patients are being cared for in ‘mainstream’ 
hospitals because of a recent reduction in the acute bed capacity at Graylands Hospital, and I ask: 

(a) how many mental health patients at each hospital facility in Western Australia were being cared for 
under guard as at: 

(i) 1 July 2013; 

(ii) 1 December 2013; and 

(iii) 1 April 2014; 

(b) will the Minister please list each hospital facility where mental health patients were being cared for 
under guard for the period of 1 July 2013 to 1 April 2014; and 

(c) will the Minister please list the organisations that provided the security services at each of the facilities 
listed in the answer to (b)? 

Hon Helen Morton replied: 

(a)–(c) Information regarding mental health patients cared for in Emergency Departments or in wards not 
designated as ‘mental health’ under guard by security staff is not captured in the metropolitan and 
WACHS patient information systems. Therefore, a report is not available to provide this information. 

To correctly answer this question would require a manual review of all mental health patient medical 
records that attended an Emergency Department and/or were admitted to a non-mental health inpatient 
bed. Such a review would require significant staffing hours. 

Routine internal security services are provided at all sites. This includes the provision of assistance to 
ensure patient, visitor and staff safety. The diagnosis of the patient is not recorded at the time and it 
should be noted that security may also be required for relatives of patients and in other situations which 
may or may not be related to mental health. 
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